

The Early Colonies
Tune of “The Adams Family”
By Ann Hastings


In coming to America,
Countries fought to set up colonies,
Spain, England, France, the Dutch,
Let’s start first with Spain…

Wanting gold and working plantations,
They used Indians and Africans,
As slaves to do their jobs,
But many died from too much work.

Borderlands were used for protection,
Missions were a place of conversion,
Spanish and Indians lived together,
In estates called haciendas.

England sent Walter Raleigh,
To settle Roanoke Island,
But soon they ran out of food,
So it’s called The Lost Colony.

England sent Virginia Company,
To settle in Jamestown,
But this colony failed too,
From diseases and lack of food.

John Smith was the leader of Jamestown,
They grew tobacco for cash crop,
They farmed, ranched, and mined,
And set up a legislature.

Pilgrims left from England,
To follow religious beliefs,
They sailed on the Mayflower
Men signed the Mayflower Compact










The winter was really harsh,
Squanto helped Pilgrims adapt,
Showing them how to farm and fish,
Let’s move on now to the Dutch…

New Netherlands wanted farms,
They took land from the Indians,
In New York and New Jersey,
Algonquians were killed off!

When France started to colonize,
Settlers fought over trading fur,
La Salle’s colony failed in,
Mississippi River Valley.
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